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THE LANGUAGE OF 
ROMANCE AND 
OPPORTUNITY 

Spanish is the basis for 
most Latin tongues. You 
can quickly and easily 
learn to speak it fluently 
and correctly right in 
your own home. This 
system is founded on 
the most slmplt and 
practical principles of 
foreign pronunciation. 
Plan your poslwar cam- 
paign now ... be ready 
if opportunity should 
take you to a Latin 
American country in the 
future. Order 
today and 
earn quickly 



MINUTES A DAY 
WILL TEACH YOU 
THESE LANGUAGES 

It's simple and easy to 

learn a language tailh this 
new simplified method. You 
can do it while riding to 
work in the bus or subway 
... at home while waiting 
(or dinner. Just 10 minutes 
a day and you'll master 
the most difficult tongue. 
These are all our latest 
revised editions and up- 
to-the-minute in pronun- 
ciations. 

SPECIAL OFFER! 
Tour 50. 

Chok. * u * 

3 BOOKS $1. 
ALL 5 BOOKS 

$1.65 

Sotto yourself 85c by 
ordering all 5 books. 
This method of home 
leaching is so simple 
that you will easily 
mas I or all S languages 
without any trouble. 



Examine for 7 days. If at the 
end of that time you are not 
jaiuarf. return books to us; 
we will refund your money. 



PICKWICK CO., Dept. C-815 

73 West 44rh Sf., New York 18, N. Y. 

Please send me the Self-Taught L_!r.irjs.£c Booki 
I hive checked below. It li understood that If at 
the end of 7 Cays I am not aattsfied I will return 
the books and my money will be refunded. 
□ SPANISH Q POLISH 




Til 



D FRENCH 



D ITALIAN 



Q Honey Order. D Check to cover ceil 
t 30c ea., 3 for Sl.OO, 5 for $1.65. 



-:-:o: 

■ ,«_'.- 

v'/rj' a st 



ADDRESS. . 



i 



CITY 4. ZONE STATE 

Canadian & foreign ordtrt 20* additional — caah with ord 
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Are you prepared when dan- 
ger "strikes? What would 
happen if you were called 
upon to protect someone dear to 
you ... or if you were attacked on 
a dark street . . . could you master 
the situation? Here's a quick, easy 
and simple way to learn. Cunning 
and skill can often overcome might 
... a small man can easily whip 
a bully twice his size. Now is your 
chance to learn. ± , 

Here are three books, compact in 
size but what a wallop they pack: 
BOXING contains dynamite-packed 
pages of instructions and pictures. 
UltESTI.ING.with amazing "slow- 
motion" pictures, shows every 
stance, hold. grip, as portrayed 
bv our experts. JIl-JITSl shows 
how to master foe with bruising, 
lightning-like, bone-crushing holds. 
All three books are crammed from 
cover to cover with startling, easy- 
to-understand expert instructions 
and illustrations. Your choice at 
50c each ... or order all three 
books for Sl.OO thereby making 
one book FREE. 

SEND NO MONEYI 

We will send you all three of these 
books C.O.D. for just 51.00 plus 

Sostage ... or you can send us the 
1.00 and we pay the postage. If 
you are not satisfied you may re- 
turn to us within 5 days and 
we'll refund your money. 

PICKWICK CO. Dopt. CA-815 

73 West 44th St., Now York 18, N. Y. 

Ru*h n copy of: r 

Q SCIENTIFIC BOXING SOe 

D POLICE JIU-JITSU 50c [j 

D POLICE WRESTLING 50c * 

(If you check two hook*, we will send you the third I 

FTtEK.» 1 

Enclosed find S Please send the boohs ■ 

311 charges prepaid. I 

NAME 5 

ADDRESS J 

CITY A ZONE 



STATE 

I _m not ss; is tied I c 
days for Immediate refu 



It Is understood that 

return the liooVs w|thl 

or full purchase prtce- 

Q Please «er.d all :i books C.O.P. I will pay post 
--„.. SI.23- 

'K"i\l! I Canadian t. foreign orders 20 
rrliL: \ ■ — . SORRY. 



HO C. 0. 0/1 OUTSIDE 



asnw.tnort.er - 
U. 8. A.« — -J 



_c and C.O.D. charces. 

SORRY. HO C. 0. O.'i OUTSIDE U.S.A. 
COVC* PUNCHER COMICS. No. 4, published quarterly by AVON COMICS. Inc.. 119 W. 57th Street. New York 

19. N. Y. Jos. Meyers. Pres., Harry B. Tendler, Ed. Copyright 19-i8 by Avon Comics. Inc. All names in the stories in this 
periodical arc entirely fictitious and no identificacion with actual persons is intended. Printed in U.S.A. 
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Tf RROR. BUT WHAT 
MORTAL CAN BEHoi 
THE HORROR OF THE 
SUPERNATURAL, THE 
APPARITION OF 
EVJL INCARNATE 
WITHOUT HEARING- 
THE CLAP OF DOOM 
IN HI5 EARS? IT 
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WN THAT DENSE WILDERNESS 
LATER KNOWN AS MISSOURI, A 
Sl/M; 3EAUTEOU5 G-/RL BENDS 
CURIOUSLY OVER THE SOD . ■ . 



\t.o LOBONDO AND HIS n 
BRAVES DARE TAKE 
THE WARPATH AFTER i 
THE DEFEAT THEY i 
5UFFERED LAST YEAR 
\ AT FORT YORK! I < 
'THOUGHT WE'D DIS- 
COURAGED HIS BLOOD- 
THIRSTY MOHALIS FOR 
GOOD ' 



THEY PASSED HERE, 
ALL R1G-HT.. CAMP 
FIRE.. .DEER BONES, 
VET NO SIGN OF A 
SHOE PRINT- 50 NO 
CAPTIVES .' 





THEY COULDN'T HAVE BEEN 
SURPRISED AT SUPPER -NOTHING 

COOKING IN THE POT -- BREAK- 
FAST DISHES STILL UNWASHED - 
THAT'S NOT LIKE MRS. FULLER 
(SNIFF) - THERE'S A FUNNY 
ODOR HERE.. LIKE (.SNIFF).. 



\ 




600D GRACIOUS . 

PRINT ON MR. FULLER'S CHEST. 1 
HORNY, RED -- BURNING- THfc 
FLESH IT TOUCHED .' 



THEY ALL HAVE THE SAME ^ 
HAND PRINT5I WHAT GRISLY JOKE 
S THIS? WHO PROPPED UP ±1 
THESE BODIES? THIS ISN'T .I 
MURDER. INJUN STYLE --IT'S - 




THE FULLERS -X WAS THERE 
FROM GRANDMA j A SMELL 
TO THE J OF BRIM- 

BABIES -ALL )s* STONE... 
DEAD .'/ ^Si HORNY, RED 
HANDPRINT5 
AN' A LOOK ON 
THEIR FACES 
AS IF THEY SAW 
BEELZEBUB 
HIMSELF? > 



W-WHY — X IT'S BEEN 
YES/ HOW ) GOIN' ON 
DID YOU J FER 
KNOW ?./ MONTHS - 
AlORE'N A 
DOZEN FAMILIES 
FOUND LIKE THAT. 1 
THE SETTLERS ARE 
SCAIRT TO DEATH .' 
THEY'RE LEAVIN' 
in PROVES.' 




ftflEANWH/LE, ATA 
CAB/// K>Ufi> M/LES AWAY... 




wicked mortals, prepare 
to die! the devil has 
come for your soul5.' 
hee! heeLhee.' 




AN 
HOUR 
LATER 



NOBODY CATCHES 
ME HERE WHEN WE 
PLAY HIDE-AND- 
SEEK! THE BAD 
DEVIL WON'T FIND 
ME EITHER/ 




W-WHY, THE DEVIL'S GONE/1 
AND EVERYBODY'S HERE -MA, 
PA, WILLIE, JO-ANN ... SITTING" 
AROUND THE TABLE FOR 

SUPPER... ^ „ ^ * 

W 



0.1 ■ 



SHE LOOKS SO FUNNY... THEY ALL 
THEY'RE DEAD/ THE D-DEVIL 
KILLED THEM! (SOB.') 






THE DEVIL CAME. ..KILLED 
EVERYONE BUT ME .' 
I HID IN A CHEST.. .THE 
DEVIL BURNED EVERY" . 
BODY WITH HIS HANDS! 



DEVIL- BOSH! IT'S AN 
NJUN EVIL SPIRIT, I 
TELL YOU --TAKES 
THE SHAPE OF THE 
DEVIL-TO DRIVE US 
OFF THIS CURSED 




...200 YEARS AGO, DON FORTUMATO HUERTA, A 
CRUEL CONQUISTADOR, ALMOST WIPED OUT 
THE MOHALI TRIBE ON THE VERY GROUND 
WE STAND ON-.- w- fe 



...BECAUSE OF THIS, THE MOHALI 
MEDICINE MEN CURSED THE LAND, 
BEGGING THE EVIL SPIRITS TO 
BRING DEATH TO ANY WHITE MEN 
WHO LIVED HERE .' 






swl^! 



THE EVIL EYE HAS TAKEN 
THE SHAPE OF THE DEVIL TO 
MURDER EVERY WHITE ON 
THIS TERRITORY. I'M 
LEAVING FORT YORK 
IN THE MORNING .' 



ME 
TOO, 



i\ 
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•&RISLY DAWN— AT THE TERRl&AN 
CABIN... 



LITTLE JOHNNY DIDN'T LIE! 
THERE'S THE CHEST HE HID 
IN -THE BRIMSTONE SMELL- 
THE RED PALMS OVER THE 
CORPSES' HEARTS - COULD 
OLD-TIMER BE RIGHT? IS 
THE EVIL SPIRIT ON THE . 
WARPATH ? j* 4 



^ 



35.5 •• «j5 








m 



THEY'LL ALL GO" N 
FORT YORK IS 
FINISHED NOW.' 



NO, TIMOTHY .' NOT IF I V, 
CAN PROVE THIS DEVIL 
IS MORTAL.' KEEP THEM 
HERE -AT GUN POINT, IF 
NEED BE -UNTIL I COME 
BACK 



L'- V 



Yj 



PLAINLY MARKED 
INDIAN TRAIL... 
BEARING SOUTH. 
IT MIGHT LEAD 
TO SOMETHING 
MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN RATS IN 
WARPAINT.' 



7 



fi>)L/SK- THE SA//1E DAY... 



~ 



FATHER.' LOOK! KIT WEST, 
WHO DEFEATED US LAST 
YEAR .' 



*/ 



AHH, MY SON, 

THE TRIBAL 

'SODS ARE GOOD 

TO LOBONDQ. 

SHE MUST BE 

TAKEN AlIVE.' 






& 
& 






EXCELLENT.' NOW BINDfl 
HER. THE ENTERTAINMENT. 
I PLAN WILL 6EGIN WITH, 
T ME DEVIL'S VISIT.' 




YU'HEY RUN UNARMED INTO A SCORE OF £/?AI/ES Wfl6\ 
CARRY ONLY PILLOWS, AND ARE SMOTHERED TO 
DEATH. THE LITTLE ONES DIE WITH THE BIG- ON, 



THE WHITE FOOLS FEAR 
THE DEVIL 15 NOT HUMAN, 
SO THEY DO NOT SHOOT. 
THEY SCURRY FROM THE 
CABIN LIKE MICE FROM 
A DURNING TEPEE .*? 





3RIM5TONE POWDER BROUGHT 8Y FLEET" 
. MOHALI RUNNERS PROM THE NORTH IS 
SPRINKLED AROUND THE SCENE'OF 
THE CRIME LIKE THE AROMA OF < 
HADES. MEANWHILE A BRAND IS 
HEATED 
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MY SWEET, I'M AFTER A 
KING'S RANSOM IN JEWELS 
-BURIED UNDER THE COUN- 
CIL HALL AT FORT YORK.' 
FOR YEARS- 1 -HELPED THE 
APACHE'S FIGHT THE SPANISH 
IN THE SOUTHWEST. ONE 
DAY, IN A MONASTERY; I 
FOUND AN ANCIENT MAP 
DRAWN BY THE SOLDIERS 
DON FORTUNATO 
HUERTA. 




^-ACCORDING^foDON FORTUNATO'S MEN, 
v HUERTA BURIED A FORTUNE IN JEWELS TAKEN 
FROM MEXICAN TREASURE HOUSES, ON THE 
PRESENT SITE OF FORT YORK. BUT HE NEVER 
CAME BACK FOR THEM --HE DIED OF 
FEVER WHILE CROSSING- THE MISSISSIPPI... 



HUERTA DIED, BUT I STUMBLED UPON HIS 
FORTUNE! MY TERROR SCHEME WILL MAKE 
FORT YORK A DESERT... THEN WE WILL 
DIG UP THE JEWELS AND LIVE IN EUROPE 
LIKE ROYALTY. 1 

Wis] "DARLING, ) 
KISS MF - -** ' 
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FATHER 

ALWAYS 

DID SAY 

THERE WAS A BIT OF THE 

DEVIL IN ME.' SO BYE-BYE, 

DESERTER... YOU'RE GOING 

TO COLLECT A PAYMENT 

THAT'S LONG 

OVERDUE.' fo 



.~%t- 




ER-LOBOWDO-I HEARD SOME 
FUNNY NOISES IN YOUR SON'S 

TEPEE... BETTER SEE IF ( 

EVERYTHING'S 
ALL RIGHT WITH 
THAT WHITE 
WITCH .' 



^ 



QUICKLY - 

THERE MAY 

BE TROUBLE.' 




/MACHETE HAS BETRAYED 
US. HE KILLED YOUR SON 
AND FREED KIT WEST. 
HE WANTED NOTHING- 
FOR US -ONLY TREASURE 




THEY'LL NEVER RECOVER FROM 
THIS ROUT ! NOW LET'S SEE IF 
THERE ARE ANY JEWELS BURlEi 
UNDER THE COUNCIL HALL 



I 
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& Y THE INSCRIPTION ON THE HELMET SAYS 
THIS IS DON FORTUNATO HIMSELF. HI5 
OWN MEN MURDERED HIM FOR THE 

JEWELS. SO THE TREASURE 
CARLOS WAS AFTER 
CONSISTS OF NOTHING- 
BUT OLD BONES AND 
A PUNCTURED SUIT 
OF IRON. ISN'T THAT 
IRONY FOR Y( 




RANGER finds a 

BEAUTIFUL GIRL BE5ET 
BY BRUTAL TORTURERS, 
ALONE IN A STRANGE 
RE&ION AND SURROUNDED 
BY HIDDEN. MYSTERIOUS 
ENEMIES, HE SETS OUT 
TO HELP HER AND 
TOGETHER THEY DISCOVER 

THE SECRET OF 
THE OLD MINE/ 



Bn TOWN ONE DAY, THE TEXAS RANGER 
PAUSES AS HE RIDES UP MAIN STREET.,. 



'MORWIN', MRS. 
BROOKS. WAITING 
FOR SOMEONE 9 



OH, NO-- 
DON'T 80THER 
— ! YU\ SURE 
SHE'S IN NO 

DANGER- 




BUT A S THE RANG&R RIDES A PATHWAY 
—-- ^ OUTSIDE OF TOWN... 



SAV -THAT'S 

GIRL'S VOICE 

SCREAMING-.' 

GET GOIN', 

BOY-.' 




DO YOU MEAN THE OLD DESERTED 
COLBY MINE THAT TED BROOKS 
OWNED? THAT MINE'S 
NO GOOD. 

MAYBE / MY NAME 

IS JOAN BROOKS. WHEN 

MY UNCLE, TED BROOKS, 

DIED RECENTLY, HE 

SENT ME A STRAN&E 




YES. UNCLE TED 
MUST HAVE, PERHAP5 
YOU CAN HELP ME 

UNRAVEL THE 
SECRET, I...1 HAVE 

FEW FRIENDS 
OUT HERE, 



OF COURSE I'LL 
HELP YOU, JOAN J 
YOU'RE IN DAN&ER 
HERE. NOW LET'S 
&ET BACK. YOUR 
AUNT WAS WAITING- 
FOR YOU WHEN I 
LEFT TOWN. I'LL 
TAKE YOU OUT TO 
THE BROOKS RANCH. 




£&ND SO, SOON AFTER 



YOU POOR DEAR. WHAT 
A HORRIBLE EXPERIENCE, 
HOWEVER, YOU'LL HAVE 
TO STAY HERE A DAY 
OR TWO TILL I CAN 
FIND SOME SUITABLE 

CLOTHES FOR YOU 

IN TOWN. 



YES, THIS 
OUTFIT OF 

MINE. 1<3 
QUITE TORN 
BUT I CAN'T 
STAY INDOORS, 
IT'S IMPORTANT 
THAT I GO TO 

THE MINE 
AT ONCE / 




WHY, SURE. 
V WE CAN USE 
.WHERE THE ) MY HORSE. 
OLD COLBY 



I CAN SEE 

THAT THAT 

GIRL'S GOING 

TO BE 
TROUBLE50ME.' 




[LjATER, INSIDE THE OLD 
DESERTED MINE . . . 




GOSH --IT'S 
SPOOKY IN HERE. 
WE MUST FIND 
SOMETHING- 
HERE— THAT 
WOULD CONNECT 
WITH THAT 
STRANGE 
MESSAGE. 



A TOP 

HAT AND A 

SHOVEL IS 

CERTAINLY A 

STRANGE 
COMBINATION. 






WE'D 
BETTER USE 
THIS WOODEN 

PLATFORM 
HERE, TILL 

WE GET 
OVER THAT 
SLIME. THIS 

PLACE IS 

SURE 
RUN-DOWN. 




RIGHT. 
IT HASN'T 

BEEN 

WORKED 

FOR YEARS 

-NOT EVEN 

WHEN MY 

UNCLE WA-b 

LIVING". . 







AND 

THIS 

OLD 



THAT MESSA&E-LOOK! 
PLACE IS FILLED WITH fVES - 
SHOVELS AND TOOLS. /PERHAPS 

THERE IS 




PERHAPS WE'D BEST 
RETURN TOMORROW, 
AFTER I'VE HAD 




MEN JOAN ANO THE RANGER REACH THE RANCH. 



THANK HEAVENS YOU'RE BACK. I AAUST 
NSIST THAT YOU STAY HERE TILL I'VE 

HAD TIME TO &ET YOU SOME CLOTHES 

AND YOU'VE HAD A 
GOOD REST. 




LOOK HERE --IT'S W AND HERE'S A 
HALF OF A MAP-- ) TOP HAT-- JUST 
A MAP OF THE b-^LIKE THAT MESSAGE 
^ HAD. NOW HOW DOES 
THIS TOP HAT FIT HERE? 
)K THROU&H THE 




LOOK / HERE 

IS THE OTHER 

HALF OF THAT 

MAP 



AND LOOK --THERE'S 
A MARK AT A 

CERTAIN SPOT. 

LET'S &ET DOWN 

TO THE MINE 

RIGrHTAWAY / 




Racing- to the old mine, ta/ey 
follow the map and find . . . 



HERE IT IS-- 
THE SPOT MARKED 
ON THE MAP. 



HERE GOES-.' T IT'S A TUNNEL-- A 
SEE THAT ROCK- HIDDEN TUNNEL 1 . IT 
IT'S OPENING-!! / MUST BE THE UN- 
y TAPPED VEIN OF &OLD 
V THAT NO ONE BUT 

v _ , UNCLE 

IEW OF ! 




YES — AND THANK 
YOU FOR UNCOVERING 

IT FOR. t — — ru. 

US! GO IWHA-?? 
GET THEM,) WHY, AUNT, 
BOYS ! J WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING- 
HERE? 



WE HAVE 
COMPANY. IT'S 
YOUR THREE 
FRIENDS WHO 
TRIED TO 
TORTURE Y / 
YOU 



THIS TIME I'LL 

FINISH WHAT I 

STARTED ON 

THAT ROAD. 



DON'T MAKE US 
LAUGH .' ALL RIGHT, 
^-&RAB HIM " 
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AN OLD SHOVEL LYING- 
AROUND CAN COME IN 
MIGHTY HANDY - ' 





m< 



SAVE YOUR BREATH. 
PARDNER.' YOU'LL 



YUH WON'T - 




Mnd so, late/?, back y/v town, after 

THE NEW TEN 'ANTS HAVE BEEN 
DEPOS/TED /N THE TOWN JAIL . , . 



THANK YOU, RANGER. 

CAN'T IMAGINE 
MY OWN AUNT BEING 
BEHIND ALL THIS... 
SHE NEVER WANTED 
ME TO HAVE THE 

MINE. 



NO, SHE DIDN'T. 
WHEN YOUR UNCLE DIED 
SHE VOWED TO GET RID 
OP YOU AND FIND THAT 
HIDDEN VEIN WHICH 
SHE HAD SOMEHOW 
FOUND OUT ABOUT. 




WHEN SHE INSISTED YOU STAY 
IN TILL SHE GOT SOME NEW 



BUT 

THANKS TOl 



CLOTHES SHE WAS JUST 
PLAYING FOR TIME TO 
SEARCH THE MINE CARE- 
FULLY AND TRY TO 
DISCOVER THE HIDDEN 
VEIN. THEN SHE'D GET 
RID OF YOU AND 
CLAIM THE MINE 
HERSELF, 



YOU, ALL 
HER TRIES 
TO GET RID 
OF ME 
FAILED. 
YOUVE BEEN 
WONDERFUL! 
PLEASE COME 
BACK SOMEDAY 



AND VISIT ! 




V£W8 



V. 



a-yi- 



* OLD RANNy^ 




SPEAK1N' OF COWBOY 

HATS, DID I 

EVER TELL YOU 

HOW COME WE WEAR N 

B!& HATS AMD HOW 

THEY EVOLUTED ? 



HUH-UNGH- 
BUT TIE YOUR p, 
HAT AND START/ 
CHIRPIN'- 
YOU WILL ,».«-, 
ANYHOW. J \JL 




WELL, YOU SEE IT T'WER LIKE THIS - BUT THEY WURN'T PRACTIAL FOR 
WHEN WE FIRST COME OUT WEST HERE, THIS PART OF TH' COUNTRY-THEY JUS 1 
WE WORE STOVE PIPE AND LOW CROWN'D SEEMED TO WILT, FLOP, AND &IVE- 
W1DE BRIM HATS MADE OF BEAVER FUR AWAY IN GENERAL — 




ONE DAY 'BOUT THAT TIME, A PIL- HE SAW RIGHT AWAY WE WUZ NEEDlM* 
GRIM GOT OFF TH' STAGE -A HAT TH' RIGHT KIND OF A HAT FER THIS 



MAKER, HE WAS — 



KIND OF COUNTRY — 




YOU SEE WE HAD TO USE OUR HATS FER - WASHIN' OUR FACES, AND THEM OLD 
OTHER THINGS BESIDES WEARIN' 'EM ON BEAVER FUR HATS KINDA SOAKED UP 
OUR HEADS, LIKE WATERIN' OUR HORSES- TU' WATER A.NP LEAKED 




THEN THUR WUS TH' ELEMENTS WE 
HAD TO PUT UP WITH, IN TH' SUMMER 
A BROAD PIM KEPT TH' HOT SUN OFF- 



AND IN TH' WINTER. WE TIED TH' 
BRIM DOWN OVER OUR EARS WITH 
OUR HANDKERCHIEF — 




THEY WUR RIGHT HANDY IN DRIVIN' 
COW-CRITTERS -A WHACK OVER A 
CRITTER'S NOSE WOULD OFTEN HAVE 
AN EFFECT WHUR NOTHIN' ELSE WOULD 



THEN AGAIN THESE BIG HATS COME IN 
RIGHT HANDY WHEN LEAD SLINGIN ' 
GOT TO BE TH' BUSINESS OF TH' DAY - 




AS I WUZ SAY IN' ; THAT HAT MAKER , 
STET50N WUZ HIS HANDLE, EF I RECOLLECT 
RI&HT, DONE SEEN WHAT FER WE U5ED 
OUR HATS AND OUR CRYIN' NEED FER 
A HAT WHUT COULD TAKE IT - PERTY 
SOON HE SHIPS US A NEW KINDA HAT- 



-BUT HE DIDN'T &IT TH' IDEA AT ALL. 
THIS NEW HAT WUS JES' NO HAT FER A 
HARD WORKIN' COWBOY- IT HAD A LOW 
CROWN AND A NARROW RIAA THET WUZ 
AS STIFF AS A BOARD - NOBODY BUT 
TH' TOWN FELLER5 WOULD WEAR ONE. 
WE NAMED IT ' l TH' H0R5EMAN'S HAT " 




I DON'T KNOW WHY WE CALLED IT TH' 
HORSEMAN'S HAT. BUT ANYWAY IT WUS 
A START. AND THAT FELLER STETSON 
TRIED AGAIN. THIS TIME HE SENT OUT 
A WIDE RIM/ LOW CROWN HAT. STILL 
TH' RIM WUS LIKE A BOARD .' 



„\i 



•/"- 



A FEW OF US COWBOYS TRIED 'EM BUT 
THEY WURN'T WHAT WE WANTED 
THO I DO UNDERSTAND TH' BOYS UP 
NORTH LIKED 'EM. 50, WE CALLED 
THEM TH' NORTHWEST v> MOUNTIE" 
ON ACCOUNT THE CANADIAN MOUNTED 
POLICE WORE 'EM. 



Ci ami iv MR STETSON INVENTED A NEW THIS NEW FELT MADE JUST TH' KINDA 
MATERiA'uFE M 5 HATS. IN STEAD OF HAT WE WUS NEEDINj. IT WUS A HIGH 
USIM' BEAVER FUR, HE USED A FELT. THIS CROWND,WlDE ROLLED RIWW USAGE 
WUS RIGHT TIMELY ON ACCOUNT OF BE- AN 1 WEATHER TOOK A LON& TIME 
CAUSE "BEAVER FUR WUS ©SW SCARCE &1TT1N' THUR WORK IN ON) THESE HATS. 




THUR WUS ONLY ONE FAULT WITH 'EM. 
THEY WUS MIGHTY EXPENSIVE FER A 
COWBOY TO BUY, BUT LIKE HIS BOOTS 
AND SADDLE, ONLY TH' BEST WOULD DO. 



-- A COWBOY BEIN" KIND OF AN 
JNDIVIDUALI5T AND CRAFTSMAN, WANTS 
HIS OWN BRAND OF A HAT BAND -- 
SAY LIKE A HAND-PLATTED HORSEHAIR. 
BAND, A SNAKESKIN OR A FANCY 
SILVER CONCHAS - -'N 1 CETRY-- 




COURSE. ONE CAN BUV A CHEAP HAT 
OF SOME SUBSTITUTE KINDA FELT, SAME 
WHICH GOES TO PIECES POCO TIMEO. 
MOST DUDES AN' KIDS BUY 'EM ■ 



THESE HATS'R 
CALLED - - 
HUMMIN' BIRDS.' 




BETCHA PLENTY 
DINERO, THIS GOOD 
OLD HAT O' MINE'S 




/J/07HN3 UNUSUAL 
•*=Y=3 ~A==S\£D IN 
THE TNY SASKATCHEWAN 
TOWN 0? MluLoLOW— 
THEN, ONE OAV, L.<cA 
USWNWG BOLt MUHC68 
STQUCK A «4\A3s BLOW 
AT rrtE SEW .0-^-: -.i; 1 ."! 
"AND SOT C\B WJR3EZ, ' 

BUT SIX// 
SEScEANT KEN KN/3H7 
PQUNP NOT A 5 : N3i.s CuUe/ : 
W A SWEEP C- £ \ CSWGg 
PCIWTINS TOtt'AC? A KILLS!}! j 
WHO COUlO HAVE 

"MURDERER UNKNOWN" \ 



IT'S UNBBUEWBLEf F:\'= PEOPLE. > 
ALL RELATED, SHOT TO DEATH— j\ 



A\D THEN BU«N=D 
!N THEIR HOUSE— 
HOW GHASTLY.' 





IN THS TOWN CP MLlGLOW.SHQtnVf AFTER-— 




YESTERDAY WAS MEETIN'DAY. THE LUBARTB 
WERE THERE, AND SO WAS TOE TIPHE! WE 
FINISHED EARLY, AND THE UJ3ARTS WENT 
HOME! JQ= t AND A COUPLE OF THE BOYS, 
1NCLUDIN' ME, DIDN'T WANT TO SO SO 
SOON, 50 WE WENT TO MY MOUSE, AND 
PljXYSO CABDS! i^ 




I —THAT5 ALL I KNOW OF 
THS CASS, SmSEANT" 
THAT THS LU8ARTS WEST 
HOME SASLY, AND JOS 
TK5HE LEFT MY PLACE 
AT ELB\SN TO GET HIM- 
SSLP KILLED WITH 




THIS BOVA-- 
WASNT HE A 
RELATION 
BY MARRIAGE 

W THE 
LUBARTS AMD 




MOUMES?.'! ABOUT THE LUBARTS, 
EH? SOU THINK I HAD 50METHIN 
TO DO WITH IT 
'CAUSE I 
TnREATSNSD 
TO KILL 
THEM'. 



3 



SOU DID THREATEN 
TO KILL THEM—? 
SUPPOSE )0U TSLL 
US ABOUT THAT, MIKE! 
~ INTERESTS ME 
■)\SSRFULLS! 




I MARRIED 

CLARA LUSART 
ABOUT TWO 
\EARS AGO— 
SHE LEFT ASS 
LAST YEAR— 

evaf/7»N3 
was QWRR3S1 

1 STILL LIKSD 
HER, BUT THE 
OLD MAN MADE 
f,\E STAY AWAY 
FROM HER! 





I WASN'T ON THE OUTS WITH JOE! 70S WAS 
A MICE GUY. WHEN J GO? HOME LAST NIGHT, 
AFTER LEAV.'N' TOE OS' THE ROAD.. I ATS AND 
WENT TQ SLEEP. TriXTS ALL I D'O LAST NIGHT.. 
SLEEP' THAT'S ALL! WANT TO ARREST 
HE FOR SLEEPING 



SURE— I THREATENED THEM.' BUT I HAD 
NOTHIN' TO 00 WITH KILLlN' THEM! I AIN 

'BEEN NEAR THEIR PARK FO R NEARLY 
a YEAR' i 

^•metf, how come you sit down 

PLAY CARDS WITH JOE TIGHE, I ' " 
COUSIN, IF YOU'RE ON THE OUTS 
THE WHOLE FAMILY? 





NOT UNLESS YOU WALKED IS >CUR SL=sP WITH 

A WINCHESTER.' COME CSV CUTS IDS, MIKE, Ahp_ 

SHOW US THE CLOTHES YOU WORE LASTN/GH,. 



SO YOU THINK f\E SEEN BILLING YOU? SURE,} 
I'LL SHOW 'EM TO ■-■ — H~'*"".JMI ' _ 




WE CAN'T SUSPECT 80\A, BJ-'. IT'S PHYSICALLY 

;\\PCSS'3' E FOR HIS', TO HAVE TRAILED JOE TIGHE, 
=V,-.ot H j%i rHEN -HOT ALL OF THE LU3ARTS AND 
'THE COWS -/RED THE HOUSES, AV0 THEN COS'S 

3AC< HERE" ALL IN A V? f 

HALF HOUR .' ^ f THBN WHO ■ 




HBWF UP AGAIHSTA PUZZLE! WE'VE GOT TO 
BEGIN ALL OVER AGAiN.'—BOTH AT THE HOUSE 

A\D THE FAMILIES IN MJLL6L0W AMD JSk 

FIND SOMS tp — \K 

& Iff' 




BUT MA? qp if? JOE'S 
IN NO CONDITION TO 3E 
sJS s ECTED— WITH 
TWO BULLETS IN 
HIM LIKE THE 



YEAH, YOU'RE 06HT! 
FOR A SECOND I 
THOUGHT YOU GAVE 
ME A LEAD— BUT, IT'S 
A LEAD TO . „r 
NOWHERE.' ii 




SHORTLY AFTER- 



WELL? FIND ANYTHING 
NEW? 



NOPE! JUST A LOT OF -32 CALIBER^ 
WINCHESTER CARTRIDGES, AND THE 





mm 




IN PACT, I'M BEGINNING TO SET BURNED UP, 
MYSELF- I'M SO MV5T/FED IT ISN'T FUNNY.' 
WHAT OlO 

SOU I NOTHING TO AMUSE YOU, EXCEPT 

FIND OUT:' ) THAT IF JOS WHS WASN'T DEAD- 
ID BS SUSPECTING HIM OF THE KLUNGSl 





WHY YES/ HE'S • 
THE OSE CN THE 
EXTREME LEFT... 
A 3ULLST WOUND 
IN HIS HEAP, AND 
ONE IN THE CHEST— 

BOTH CAUSING 
INSTANTANEOUS DEATH! 




YOU Sis, JOE WAS NUTS ABOUT CLARA FROM 
Tr.s TIME SHE A\ARRlED MIKE 

Bill, you've \ sova,but the lubarts didn't 

GIVEN ME Jl LIKE JOB FOR THEIR 

A |\ DAUGHTER ANY NSORS'N 

BRAINSTORM! ) they liked mike.' 




?4 HALF HOUR LATER--} IF MY HUNCH IS 




RIGHT, WE 
' THEMURD, 



■LL 

!RER 
WANT 



S7RWS7B* OUT A POINT FORAYS, DOCTOR— IP THE 
CHEST WOUND CAUSED INSTANTANEOUS DEATH, THE 

<BT CHEST CAVITY WOULD 

OF COURSE! W\ NOT BE SW'MAVNS WITH 
BUT 1 TELL YOU, 

DEATH WAS 
INSTANTANEOUS! 




THAT REMAINS TO BE SEEN, DOCTOR! I WANT AN 
AUTOPSY DONS ON TtSHS'S BODY IMMEDIATELY/ 

I MUST KNOW WHETHER ^- 

OR NOT, TIGHE COMMITTED f VERY WELL, 

SUICIDE.' J — KNIGHT! IF YOU 

-t- x DON'T THINK MY DIAGNOSIS 

WAS CORRECT, I'LL VERIFY IT, AND ■ 
HAVE YOUR APOLOGY IN THE BARGAIN!} 



m&* 



TlME FASSES^AHDTHEN-r- 



THAtS ODD! 1 
COUP .HAVE SWRN! 




KNIGHT I WAS WRONG! TIGHE DIDN'T] 
DIE FROM THE CHEST WOUND. HE 
ONLY SUFFERED AN INTERNAL 
HEMORRHAGE! THE HEAD WOUND 

KILLED 
EXCELLENT! NOW GIVE 
h\E A- SPONGE TO CLEAN 
THE WOUND 




THERE! UNDER THE GRIME I WIPED \ 
AWAY, YOU CAN SEE THE POWDER 

MARKS OF THE SUICIDE SHOT \ 
TIGHE SENT INTO HIS OWN 
HEAD! ^— ^^-^ 




TIGHE IS OUR 
MURDERER! IT WAS 

HS WHO WIPED OUT 
THE LuBART FA&ULY, 
AND THEN KILLED 
HIMSELF "AND X'LL 
TELL YOU HOW 
AND WHY/ 




"—WHEN TIGHE RETURNED TO THE LU3ARTS AFTER: 
ITHS CARD GAME, SOWEHOW HE BROUGT UP THE MATTER! 
[OF /HARRYING CLARA,THE DAUGHTER. WHEN HS WAS 
V^J^OJ>0}^ [AGA]N,jmj,^5T'V£G0NSJISRSERKf' 

SO, I'M NOT GOOD ENOUGH FOR HER!? I'LL 

1 SHOW YOU! YOU'LL ALL BE m — .,^/// 

GOOD FOR NOTHING IN A A JOE! N m NO!!! 
MINUTE! 



3^01 



^ 



&SM 






«A 





^--after killing everyone, t/ghe 
\slaughterep tub cattle, and 
i set fire to the barn and 
house.. then he tried to kill , 
)himself- unsuccessfully! 

1 m'ssep my heart.' 2h\ dying, 
j but not .... fast enough! 
{-- the flames will devour 

' ME ALIVS i 








WHEW! THAT'S AS CLEAR AS 
CRYSTAL NOW.' OF COURSE 
TIG HE DID IT! HOW'D YOU 
HAPPEN TO HIT ON THE 
SOLUTION, KEN? 

I Y I'VZ G° r A PXSTTY 
W GOOD INCENTIVE, BILL. IT 
WOULDN'T LOOK GOOD TO 
HAVE SIX UNSOLVED ;. 
\ MURDSZS CN THE FORCES 
I V 300KS-* WOULD IT? 




